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pzayrae dinner, and such was the nnanimity
upon the occasion, that it was contemplated
to form a medical club at Epping.
At the subsequent meeting, agreed upon
in consequence of a notice from the Board
of Guardians respecting the medical at-
tendance on the poor, it was stated by
Mr. Rix that, notwithstanding the reso-
lution so cordially entered into, Messrs.
Dobson and G oddar had, on the week
previous, sent in tenders, not only for
t’.eir own district, but also for his (Mr.
Yi,c’si. This Dlessrs. D. and G. could not
deny,’ but attempted to quality their con-
tluct by observing, " We were bound to
protect our own interests." The n:eet.ing
strongly animadverted upon this (to say the
least) dereliction of their engagements, and
it was suggested to Messrs. Dobson and
Goddard, " that the t;ocMer they left the room
the better’," which they immediately com-
plied with.
This is the plain " unvarnished talc." I
shall not presume to comment upon these
proceedings; they require none, but I heg
merely to state that this pledge of honour
was most strictly maintained by all the other
practitioners, and I regret that there should
be a necessity for again intruding this de-
tail on the public.
Relying upon your zeal in the cause of
our profession, and the incalculable henefita
your vigilant pen has conferred upon it, 1
shall feel obliged by your inserting this let-
ter in your next Number, which I assure
you is written " more in sorrow than in
anger." I remain, Sir, yours respectfully,
Chigwell, Essex, April 31, 1836. ).
GEORGE ROBT. ROWE.
APOTHECARIES’ HALL.
FOREIGN MEDICAL CERTIFICATES.
ROBERT B. UPTON, Secretary.
IN consequence of the insertion of the
following reply to a correspondent in THE
LANCET of April 30, the subjoined notifica-
tion has been forwarded to us from Apothe-
caries’ Hall:-
" A Constant Reader.&mdash;Certificates of at-
tpflfinre, granted in Paris, on the lectures
and hospital practice of that capital, are not
received by candidates for the diplomas and
licenses at the College of Surgeons, London.
A knowledge of medicine which is obtained
on the continent, is deemed a contraband
commodity by our v-ise and disinterested
medical rulers.’’
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SIR: The attention of the Court of Exa-
miners of this Society having been drawn
to a paragraph appearing in THE LANCET
of the 30th ultimo under the head of " Cor-respondents,’’ which is calculated to mislead
stuclents who have received their medical
education, abroad, I am directed to acquaint
you that certificates of attendance on lec-
tnres and hospital practice in Paris and
other foreign schools, are, and for many
years past have been, received by the Court,
provided that such certificates are recognised
bv the medical authorities of the countriesiti which the lectures and hospital practice
are attended. I am, Sir, your most obedient
servant.
, Apothecaries’ Hall, May 5, 1836.
We receive the contradiction of our state-
ment with surprise and pleasure,&mdash;with sur-
prise because we had long been given to
understand that no such arrangement ex-
isted;&mdash;and wich pleasure, because it is an
indication of comparative liberality in the
conduct of Apothecaries’ Hall,&mdash;a liberality
which fiods no parallel in the "regulations"
of the College of Surgeons.
MEDICAL WITNESSES BILL.
W. ROBINSON.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.
SiR: As I find that you have, or are about
to introduce, a bill for the remuneration to
surgeons for their attendance at inquisitions,
I take the liberty of calling your attention
to the order recently issued to all parochial
oniccrs by the commissioners under the
New Poor-Law Amendment Act, directing
them not to pay any expense attendant
upon coroners’ inquests.
The inconvenience and complaints pro-
duced by this order are great, and the con-
stables will not inform the coroner of any
viclent deaths which occur in their districts,
as every constable will avoid his duty in this
respect, if unattended with remuneration ;
for the troublz of summoning jurymen, wit-
nesses, &c., and obtaining their punctual
attendance, is considerable.
If you could obtain an alteration of this
absurd order, or you should think it right
to make other provision in your bill, a large
portion of the cOnl1l1un;ty would be much
indehted ty you. I have the honour to re-
main very obediently yours,
Dudley, May 3, 1836.
The MEDICAL WITNESSES Bin. re-
fers only to the payment of those medical
men who may be summoned to attend
coroners’ inquests. All other matters are
designedly excluded. The facts noticed by
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our correspondent will be fit subjects for
legislation in a CORONERS’ BILL, which in
all probability will be brought forward in
the next session of Parliament.
WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY.
Saturday, May 7, 1836.
Dr. ADDISON, President.
, 
SINGULAR CASE OF PARALYSIS.
DR. JOHNSON asked the opinion of the
members on the following case. A gentle-
man, twenty-eight years of age, had, dur-
ing the last seven years, experienced five
epileptic seizures, at considerable and irre-
.gular intervals, the last one occurring about
eighteen months since. Almost immediately
after this attack, he began to notice a
numbed kind of feeling in the toes, which
continued gradually extending upw;1rds, un-
til it reached the middle of the thigh. The
upper extremities became similarly affected,
the numbness first commencing at the tips
of the fingers. Nine mouths since, when
the affection had not assumed a serious
aspect, he married: marriage did not seem
to affect the disease ; but about four months
since, having been frightened by his candle
going out, whilst he was looking for a book
up-stairs, where he had gone for it, he sud-
denly became deprived of all muscular
power, and had to creep down stairs on his
hands and knees; he had not since been
able to walk without support. His present
symptoms were loss of sensation and power
in the upper and lower extremities, as well
as loss of power and sensation in the rectum
and bladder : the genital function had gra-
dually become weaker and weaker, he at
first having an imperfect erection with
emission. He now has no emission, though
the erection is rather stronger than it was
when he had. He can only evacuate his
bladder at the time of going to stool, which
is once in about twenty-four hours, the
efforts of straining pressing the abdominal
muscles, so that they act on the bladder in
expelling its contents; he has no sensation
of fulness in it, or desire to micturate, even
when it contains a large quantity of urine.
His head is free from pain, his intellectual
faculties stronger than they were even be-
fore his first epileptic seizure, and he is
cheerful No cause could be assigned forthe epilepsy. He had been a temperate,
healthy man, not addicted particularly to
women, and had only once taken a small
quantity of mercury. He took so little no-
tice of the epileptic fits, from the long in-
tervals between them, that he had applied
no remedies for them. He had consulted
Sir A. Cooper and Dr. Johson. He (Dr.J.)
would state to the society the opinion him.
self and Sir Astley had come to, after the
members had stated theirs, as to the cause
and prognosis of this affection.
Dr. ADDISON and Mr. KING considered
that there was some organic lesion of the
spinal marrow very high up, or some mor.
bid growth, perhaps exostosis, which press.
ed upon it. Dr. A. had seen a case of a
strong man who had several epileptic fits,
and afterwards had loss of sensation in one
leg, and loss of power in the other: he, how-
ever, got better.
Dr. JoHNSoN said, that he and Sir Astley
Cooper had decided there was some organic
lesion of the spinal marrow, or in the pos.
terior nart of the brain.
CANCER.-USE OF THE CHLORIDE OF ZINC.
MR. URE was now called on for his paper
on cancer and noli me tangere. After enter.
ing into an elaborate description of the ety-
mology, and the various forms which the
disease assumes, and also the species into
which pathological anatomists have divided
these morbid growths, he proceeded to con-
sider a mode of treating these affections,
recently intloduced into practice, and to
supply a rationale of the action of the
remedy-the chloride of zinc. M. Foy
having satisfactorily proved that albumen is
the principal component of scirrhous and
encephaloid tumours, forming in the first
12, in the second riot less than 47 per cent,,
he since assumed this albumen to be dis-
eased, though in what the morbid deviation
consists has not yet been ascertained. Mr.
Ure proceeded, first, however, to show that
forthe relief of morhid changes cfthis charac.
ter, the knife was the only effectual mode of
extirpation, unless, indeed, caustic wereapplied; both practices had however fallen
much into disuse, from the difficulties cn-
countered in applying them, and their failure
in reaching to the roots of the disease&mdash;the
first, too, had its inconveniences and uncer-
tainties, both from the terror the knife ex-
cites in the mind of female patients&mdash;and
the very great frequency of relapse. The
remedy which he (Mr. U.) had to propose
to the society, had been successfully em-
ployed in many cases by Dr. Canquoin of
Pari.s in these affections. It was rather re-
markable, that though Sir H. Davy in 1812
had indicated the corrosive powers of the
chloride of zinc, these had been overlooked,
and its virtues had. so long lain dormant.
Now as chloride h1ftl a powerful affinity for
albumen, as he Mr. Ure had before demon-
strated, he considered that a part of its
efficacy in eradicating from their ultimate
ramifications these morbid growths, is to
be ascribed in some degree to the chemical
action it exercises on albumen&mdash;for when
the chloride of zinc, whether it be in the
formula of the flour paste of Cauquoin, of
